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Commissioner: 

Prior to an Initial Examination of the above-referenced patent application, please amend 
this patent application as follows: 
In the claims : 

Please cancel claims 2-23 without prejudice. 
In the Specification 

Please add the following on page 1, immediately below the title: 

-This application is a continuation of U.S. Patent application Serial No. 09/216,447 filed 
December 18, 1998; which is incorporated herein by reference.- 
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Please address all correspondence to STRADLING YOCCA CARLSON & RAUTH, 
IP Department, 660 Newport Center Drive, Suite 1600, P.O. Box 7680, Newport Beach, 
California 92660-6441. 
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